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Describe the present and original [if known] physical appearance 
Oak t l i .L l ,  a Federal-sty  lo rcsidcr!r:c, is located on rout(: 863, e lcven milus west  of thn 

c i t y  oE D a n v i l l e  in Pittsylvania County. Erected in 1 8 2 3 - 2 5  an3 added co i n  1899, the brick 
dwelling is a 2%-story, double-pi la ,  cen t ra l -ha l l  plan house, coverer1 by a gable roof. The 
roof has been altered; origirl.lLly it prob&ly had a corrlice on the f r o n t  and rear and xtiking 
boards f f  ush w i t h  the gable cnd.  The house has been unocc~lpied for & o u t  f i f t e e n  years but 
is in surprisingly good condition w d ~ r  the circumstances. 

Set on a high basement, thc front (nor th)  clc?vaticn i s  laid in F l e m i s h  bond. The five-bay 
facade is dominated by a one-story, dwarf tetrastyle Psmrn h r i c  portico featuring an applied 
acorn w i t h i n  a pedimnted qahle. TI moden sheaf-a£-wheat rail is o r i q i n ~ l l  to t h e  porch- The 
fenestration consists of origir,ll 9/53 hung sar;h framed by simply executed architraves and 
surmou~3ted on the first s t o r y  by brick jack ~ r c h e ~ .  The Flemish-bond brickwork incorporates 
a nrllnber of glazed headers on the facade and secondary walls. 

The garden (south) e levat ion,  l i k e  the other socorldary walls, is laid in Flemish bond. 
The elevation is dominated by a three-hay wrwdzn porch suppor ted  by Tuscan calms and cavered 
by a shed roof. The podium a n d  steps gave been rebuilt in the 20th ccn t u n .  The treatment of 
t h e  door and w l r - d o w s  is siTniLar Lo &at found on the n o r t h  elcvatiwn. 

The w e s t  end con ta ins  two scmi-esterior end ct7Lmneyr;. Thc chimneys flank paired 615 
original hung-sash windows at the  a t t i c  stmy. l h c  windows are surmunted by brick jack 
arches ant1 retain their o r i g i n a l  louzrlrerl shut ters ,  Oriqinally similar to the end opposite, 
t h e  east end has been altered by the add i t ion  of a Ilk-story scrvice w i n g  builL i n  18CJ9. 
The w i r ~ g  is executed in five-co:trse h t r i . z a n  bond 2nd is r:overed by a cjLlble roof. 

The i n t e r io r  of Oak H i l l  remains in a fine state of preservakion. R r x e n t  acts o f  
vandalism, inflicted whel  t h e  house was vacant ,  constitute the orlly major altera.trions, T h e  
central .  entrance hall contains an open-well s t a i r  that ascends to the  attic. The s t a i r  has 
pane led spana~els  and szwrr-scruL1 brac:<e ts , The newels, h a n d r a i l  and bdlus ters w e r c  
vandalized, Parallcling t t ~ e  G t a l r  is a pdr:+Ied wainscot w i k h  a f i n e l y  aoldcd chair rail. The  
w 2 s t  parlors arc the m o s t  olabora tu  roams in thc ktrrusr. Thu f r o n t  (northwest! parlor  featur~s  
i t s  or iginal  ~ederal-stylc  a ant el piece w i t h  a qdi.llor:he-carved architrave flanked by two 
urigi*ia'l ree~ssed bookcar;cs w i t h  gl~ss pane doors, The room contains a wainscot w i t h  original 
q r a i n i n q  and an original marbletzed baseboard. The mntclp~rce also retains  its o r i g i n a l  
pain tea  decoratior: . The rear (southdes t ] parlor contains a n  T.onic-cblurr,ned mant~lpic ce f la r lked  
by s ~ l n i  circular arched niches. h woorlen wainscat  w i t . h  st cazved drdir r a i l  and baseboard runs 
the per: meter of the room. The woodr~ork has been ropainkefl. 

T h e  cast rooms are 3epa~;ltcd by a labera1 stlair h a l l ,  the  stair ascccnding -to the at t i c  
s t o r y .  The simply executzd s t a i r  h.1~ a turned newe l ,  a rotvlded h~ndrail , and square balusters 
and retains it;; original dark qraiiing. The Emnt [ao~t t teast )  psrlor c o n t a h s  n Federal  
mantclgirce, flanked p!rlulerl eupba,;lrds. The .scar ( s o u t h ~ a s t )  parlor has been ~ ~ a r  t i t i o n e d  
i n to  twn rooms. T ~ F ?  S @ I : ~ ! I E ~ S ~ C K ~  raam r e h i n s  its mahogany graini .ny as wrll as its or ig ina l  
Fedcral n~?.snelpi.oce f 1ar1kec.l Ily b u i l t -  in paneled c ~ ~ p b o a ~ d s .  

The second-floor r m m s  c o n t a i n  F ~ d e r a l  mntelpicces flanked by p a n e l e d  cupboards and 
wardrobes. The w e s t e r 1 1  chaphers r e t a in  their original p a i . n k r r i  g r a in inq .  The sccond-f loor 
hall boasts ;A paneled wainscot, also grained. 

WIiile t h ~  majcrity o f  outbtaildir~qs at 0.k Hill I~LLVF! dcteriora ted,  the slave quarters and 

a shed remain relatively i n t a c t .  The slam quarters is a five-bay, one-story br ick  building 
covered by a gable roof. The sou'chern elevation contains four  entries and a l i g h t .  The 

f . L . " 3  . I,.. . 



Perjad &rear of Signifisanc-Check and justify b d o w  
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140lb1.199 - archeology-h~stotic -. - con w a t  ion . . law ,.. ..- s c i ~ c f l  

-._, 1500-1599 . agricurture X.-. ecor~ornlcs literature - sculpture 

-. . I 6 0 6 1  699 -_X a~hl tecture education -,- militqry ,-. sociab' 
170C-1749 -art _- cnginmring - music 
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X- 180Ci1899 carnrnerce _ exploratian se t t l em~t  . philosophy ,,,. theater 
- t 900- .. . . . communtcat~ons Industry _ - pdi2ics:government - Zranspaftatlon 

_. inrlent~on - other (~ptrcity) 
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specifit dates IY23- 2 5 ;  -- _. _ . , _  . -..-_ _ 8ui ldw;Archi tect  . - - - . - - - . Jams- De ja!.nc t t ( 1.823- 5 )  - . , - a -  

Stmtemnl of SSignilieamce [in one pi~aqraph) 
A n  old and fami l iar  landmark, 0d. ~ i E l  is prob:?bly the Iargcat and f i n e s t  of a q o u p  of 

L9th-century ?Idnt.a tion res idcnces erect-cd dlont~ the  Dan PLver i n Pi ttoylvania County* The 
~ederal-styla housc w a s  buill LC h e e n  1823-5 for Samuel H a i r s t o n ,  thi' w e d " & i e ~ t  of the  Dan 
River plantcrs and one of Ure 1,aryest slave and la~&ia' lders  ir. t he  C o m ~ n w e a L t h  . H k s  
resicle~lce skt3;res as t h c  rr:r,s t thorcrllqhl y d ~ c ~ e n z e d  wark af James DeJat-tie kt, a master DuiLder 
of Souths iSe  V i r g i n i a .  

Saml:el : laxrston first appears i n  records as a lardowner  in Henry county in 1817. IIe *as 
a son o£ Colonel Georqz Ha i r s ron ,  ~ 4 1 u  has a~assed & o u t  23,000 acrcs of land, most: of which 
W;LS divided anonq his t . ; i~s  i i r i  1627- In  1818 Hairstan mrricd Aqnes Willson, trhc o n l y  
daughter of Pe her nilson of  Bcrry I I i l l  . Threuyh this rcarriaq- HaLrstol~ had a l i f e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
e igh t  trscts of l a n d  cunsiu~ing n C  nbcut 2,5(?0 acres inherited b y  1 , is  w l f s  from her  t a t h e r .  
I n  t h e  s m e r  af  1 8 2 4  Sdnnel F1airsLot-t purchased IOU aCTCS O E  Pittsylvania land owed hy 11;s 
uncle L2eLer I k i r s t o n  of Stokes Coxynky, N o r t h  C a y o l i r i a .  1: bras on th i s  pzoprrty 431:i.t hc b u i l t  
Cdk t i i l l .  The proFart;, purc3ase d t ~ t r s  a f t e r  H a i . r s t o n  engaged khc local bu i lde r ,  James 
DeJarnc t t ,  however i t  docs coincidc w i 3 !  t h e  Articles oF hgrcenenk m- id^ in 1323 b ~ b e c n  
Slbm~r-2 11airc kcn an4 DC~.ITIIC~:. l'ht. ; ~ . ~ ' t i c l ~ s  f i t z - t t !  t h a t  t h e  1 1 0 ~ s ~  is : 

To be b u i l d  on s o w  rnnveniertt place ccilzc whsre s d  ifdir-stan now lives (as 
sd I Ia i rs ton shall p o i n t  out the: house to bbe fully h ~ ~ l l d  of brick fifty 
fore fee t  wiJe, ta contain three s e l l e r  runrns, four r o o m s  %q p?asaqe and 
pass way f r rst f loure,  above t h e  sel ler,  & appropxatc roornes cn serond 
flore, & Gacret a l l  of which work the s d  D ~ j ~ r n e t t  d o U ~  bind himsell- to 
~ o i q ~ l c t e  in .I p l a i n  zLtl:l t;v:~stnnt,i 1 l nalmer, an or b c f o ~  the 25Eh OetoEcr 
1825, as to mike nore fully m-3cr; tood the work are tn bc done in a E; ti1 e 
and narmer 1-ot i n f r i r s r  t.n role. Na*T4 i i i l s c n o  New bu:ldilim~ dr~fle by scl 
DeJarne t t -  25 I?ece&er 1223. 1 

FurLher cor l l rd- : ts  and b i l l s  wcre drarvn f o r  'IF_c house, W e  last da2le.j. Janurlxy 1 3 ,  3.826, "in 
p u t  for the  plaster ing .I hab? donu G am .to do for him".2 

At some p i n k  aft-cr the IIOUBR v7a!j p l.clst~red, t h e  roo* W ~ T C  painted, grc7iiled and 
mrbleiz.-d. E:c>c~t-.?d i r l  ;1 cj.rainir.q st:yl~ t y i ~ i c a l  of t h e  cccond cl l lar  E c r  u f  the 19th century, 
tile cupSoa rd  dud wardrobe 6oors .irr,ita t r ?  oak, while *.he Scc.311daly s t d i r  azears  as m-choqany. 
The lihr;1~y re l a i n s  its or.:i ginal ridl.con wairlscot ar~d  a~ir~tcl .  7:lc y ra i n i n r ~  is similar i n  
cxccct iun t.c) Lhai  dounci j.n ?,bun;dir~ Vier.!, a ~ i t t s y l v m i a  County ?louse Lhat-- has barn a t t r i bu t e<!  
to Dc3arnet.k.. The owi(rind1 p i n t i ; i r , g  s ~ i v i v e s  i n  good u u n d i t i ~ n  and is nn irqmrtant example 
:>5 a dccornkiv~ a r t  f o r m .  

Aftcr t h e  ~ O U H ~  was i : ~ ~ ) p L e  Led, Agnes I l ~ i  rston, thc w i f e  of- Sd1xiuel Ha i r s ton ,  laid out  thtr 
t o m i l  g;trdens. ~ c - c u r d i n 7  to t r a d i t i o n ,  IPS.  Hairston had the help of zr'_xteen slaves 2nd a n  
oversser to complete the qrouads i n  three months .  Ecilrh T ~ l ~ n i s  SRLC in thc lristoric Gardens - 
u c  vlrqinia writes of the lan(1scap a t  Oak Hill, "Tnis ollva grove, nugnolia tree, and wind- -.-- 
irig walks and cval and square and rcctar-qtllar. flcwer beds are nol: a l l .  The view f r o m  any o f  
i+s * - - T T ~ ~ ~ ~  Of the low ground  strotchinq away r i g h t  t.o +.he hanks of Ulc; h = n  . . . m k e s  for 
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145 copeland Bo?d, N .  E. PiB3 
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i r l tor io l r  ha s  k l t ? c r l  whit-.pwashec?. T h r ~s'rl-cd i s  a orte-:;tory brick L u i l d i n q  wit-.:I a s imp1 .y  

excL:u teri ent r a m r : e  t11zt r c : din:; its r;,'i g i . n ~1 Iiingcd cloor . 


T h e  grounds $ ; u c r o w ~ d i n gt h e  I L U I I : ; ~  arqa much overgrown b u t ,  tr;l<:?s nf t h e  l . Y t k ~ - c c r ~ t c r y  
lanr?scapinq 7ernai.n. fi,c W A  i n v e r ~ t o r yo f  Fc11ri:ary 17, 193 7 ,  cIr-ascribes t1:c g r n u r ~ i l srqkir?n 

the\.were s t i  1i m ~ i n t a i r ~ e d  as t.hc;, nust hal;n d ~ c a d e searlier:and  	 app~ l i t l -~ r !  

'L'~IE! handr;n-e b r i c k  ho~ i seis s i tua ted  on the. edga 13f a h i l l . ,  in a hod17 
of t r ee s  i n  w i t  i.c:h the?-t: .qra m n y  large ~ d l ; ~ .A;~p-r~i:(:li i r t r ~  the f r o n t  
w a l k  ta the } I U ) I ~ F :a7.p t b o ~ : ~ ~ o o d s  r ros tr n ~ c ~ n i 1 i c e n  on e..it-her sid? .. . l'llc. 
o u t s t a rd ing  t ~ e a u t yto Oak F i 7  1 i s t h c  mgni f i i ' r - n t  ilotlrer g a r d ~ r i ,out--
lined w i  I l i ;  rmny I n v c ~ l ybox~ogcls. To riqL1;1 c i f  t h r  hojLrse, ther-c axe 

l f i n y  p.itl~tr;-i~.s,wb. ich w.ind our::': - n  t -he y;lrc?+n. A L  tllc cnct of o n e  
walkway .i:; a lj t- t lc roan: i * . -~c l t :  o f  ceddrs. T h i s  wrll; forrile -1 t ~ y~>la;!tZng 
S P V ~ T J ~  in a cirri.-. . Tl~c . ; i :  cczars hr? now vccy t a l l ,  a n dcedar t rees  
sllowi.ny siqch5 c)F aq?. . . n . i ~ c c t l i .d t  t:b" Lli':li T)? t h e  Y L ~ J L ~ ' ~ F !; S  r7 beautiful  
i r i u l i n e ,  wl i<ch 1eci:i:; to t 1 - 1 ~walkways corninq i!-tirom Khe side, arid 
thce re  is found 2 ?;h;l;)e 1t ~ t : y ernar~;lnl.ia~ X C Cof U ~ I I I S L ~ I  i i n ~ lk~e~:u t .y .  

The 	[.)rupe~-t:yprc>. t -nt ly t~u (3s t sn n l  y l rlrqfr t r c ~ sand sIlruL3:; p1;intecl or^ ;L multi-L . 1 1 ~ :  

r.crr-ared lawn that 1 ~ ; l c l sdawn t r - ,  caill-n<td tr.3uk.s. Thi. fir:;t 1 ~ 1 : - + ) L  c lo:;~-<ct t.o the house 
is pL.it~tedl ~ i t l lbox, t.hc sccarld Lev-1 V J ;  th crc~:'emyrtle, and t h c  t h i r d  w i t h  n :~c lnc ) l i . ; l .  
S ~ j t p ~  k 1.~1 urnrcrnnant.5 of t1:c flvw~ryarc?en :,urvi rrc . rqt> 1 9 t h - c c n t . c i ~ y ,  cas  t-i ron garden  

a l so  s u r v i r . ~ : : .  
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8 .  SICM.LFIC!XblCE - - , - - - - - 

I U t h - c c n t l r y  garden at C ~ r t e r  'c; Grove ncar Wil',.'i.arnsSurq. Typical  of most P i t  tsylvilnia 
Count>* q z r 3 r n s ,  t h e  d ~ s i u n  fol lows a f ~ r m d l  1Hth-center; ~.r~c:c~den+ rsthcr t h a n  the 
cor~te-lrp~lrary p l a t ~ s  o f t h e  nn tt:d c%~crica? 1 andscapc w r i  t e r  A. 3 .  k w n i n g  . That the 
gilril-rr~ were vrell-t'r~r,nr;ht uL mrig. 11e : l !~rnr i i - ,~r i  frorn an a r t  ic kc apae,+r i qg i n  khe Richnond 
Lrkiq - -  G. Public Advertiser for Pebruary 7, 105 I . .  The ~ ~ r i t ~ r ,  C-I l l i11q  h i l ~ s ~ l f  "~~sm-rnli teqt -- 
05 s-i :re (1 : 

I have traveled over SiEtcetl s t a t e s  cf this unio:~, and have neq/er  seen 
an:] thin9 comprcahlc ?3 h i s  {Sarnue'i Pairston's) yclrf and garden. 
Except some of then i n  t h e  Mississipri D e l  La, and none  of :hem equal 
~ t .  Mrs. 11airs~u11 11ci:i  bee;^ beal~tiky i flc; it fa r  years-af~c'l a good old 
mir~is ter  , in pr-eachir~g ne,ir t l ie plarz,  an3  2-scribi ng parddise , sd i d ,  
' X t  is 3s heautiFu1 ds :k. ITairbton's ,  ' OJ- as a fricrld whr> had vis i ted  

liasl>.irgton Cit . :~ for t.11~ f i r s t  4: i re,  r ~ n a r k ~ ~ d  thdk '':'he public g r v w d ~  
verc n e a r l y  as h a n d s o m e  ds Sanue L #ail-s ton s . ' 4  

I The same w r i t e r  also wro t.2 of t h c  w ~ > a ? t - .  o f  I l , l i ~ s t o n -  ire ohr,c.,rvccl: 

men T was i!i his ser:tlon a ycs c or ~ X O  acj~', he: was  thc O ' . J ~ C T  O E  
b ~ t w e ~ n  1600 and 1700 s l a v + s ,  ir- h i s  uwrl r i y l ~ t ,  having b u t  a 7 . i t t l r .  
~ h i 1 . e  beforc taken a C P - ~ X I I - : .  Mc also h a s  a prvspccti-ve 1j-5ht to 
abolrt 1090 s l c lvs s  rnormr?, which are  r w  owner1 b\i t h i s ;  mother-in-law, 
Krs, R u t h  ~ f d i r s ' o n ,  he having married h e r  only ch i ld .  He cow h a s  
the managcme~t-. of t t l e m ,  which makc?s t i e  number of h i s  slgves reach 
o w r  3003. . .he has to purchase a large p l a r ~ t a  t i ~ n  Elvery y l~ar  to 
settle t:'ie~-ro on. A larue twmber of h i s  p l a n h t i o n s  Are i n  Elenry and 
r :  e , V i n  . Hc ha:; Larqr- e s  f:..?tcs i n  N u r t h  CL3 rol in;~ . 
11 i s 1 ~ n t t c d  pro:)t> r t y  i 7)  Stokes a 1 one, is cl::zc::?st?d R t .$G0iJ, (JOG. Mi s 

5 wsre~lkh ii ddif t c r c n t 1 7  est irnatcd at Erom 3--5 mi l l i o n s  - .  . 

A l t h ~ u g h  Hairstvn had i~rna.:.sed consid~rahl e w c a l t I l  sit-er hui ld . inq  O a k  FFi.1 1, t.1~ house 

I 
wnuld ilp>tra~ n < > t  to have hcen 2lt:ercd t r ?  s r ~ ~ ~ f o t - n  to fxhion,+Le t r v n d s  j n Americdn  
a rch i  tec tux31 [.as t e .  H a i r s t o n  wa5 aj>par-:nt,l jr 5at i s . f i c t .  w i. t h  IkJarnet t ' s  w o r i  and 
cmbelliskbe*l thr: qrol~nds r r;+.her t:h,rn , t h e  '~ou:ie. Haj.~ :; ton clirid in March 1 R ' i T ,  h i s  
c j l i t u ; ? ~  i c  the Ricfrrrond !fip;>!;:-J nn' ing. ",'~rcvio?~:; tr, the 1 , - t  i:.! war . - -tie !.?as regarded, 
w e  belicvc, as t he  r ichzs t .  ci t-i zcn of this s t z t c ,  w.+r_iriy a ni~lrber of fi11e pl ; t n t - a t i o n s  
in V i t t s y l  vitnicr .  a n d  IIn-nrq c"nnnt,i~:~ dl!!'[ in MostFi C a r r ~ l i  t l , ~ ,  all .  of w l t i c h  were r; tot:kcsd w i t h  
s I aiEs,  besir3r: l c l r y c y  a m o u r  ts of banking arid st;: t.r scocks  . - . "h  Thr? )louse wds  i nhi-r i  t c,d by f - 
h i s  SOIL,  5:inuel I!dirr;ton, and  t s  pr1::;entl.y ovned: by his dcscen3ant.s. 
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8 .  SIIINI~'IC~NUE -.- 

lplanus=ript Faye,  "'srilscjn and 1l.rl.rr; ton T;.^lj,er-s. " k4134, S o u t h ~ r n  i i i s  tarical 
C:~'tI?ction, U n i x - e r s i k y  cOF N r ) ~ t h  C a r o l i n a  Library, Chape l  i i i l l ,  June 1478. 

llit.tsylvclrtia C o i m t y  - Ikcd ---- 3nnhs - 35, 2 1 ,  211, 13, 17, 2 Q ,  2 2 ,  24, 48. 

----. Lancl T J X  Books* 1804-50. .. --- -. --- -- 
Pcrsorral Property Tax Rcokc- 1804-50-  - - -- - . - - - 

"TIIF R i c h e h t  Fan i n  ~ i r e n i a .  " Richno?< =ZT.~  P ~ h L i c  A r i v ~ l - t i s 6 ,  7 ~ c h r ~ ~ a r y  1851, p. 1. / 
S e ~ l e ,  Etf i.th Tuni.:;. iliat.oric --. Ccrdens <.. ... ---.- of Vi - ,  m~inia. Ridnor id:  bji l 1 . i  am By rd Press, 1923. 
" W i l  snn end Hair~tan Papl~rs ,  " tf41.34, Sotl:'rli?rn H i ~ t o r i c a P  Ccl llection ~ n i v c . r s i t y  of North ! 

C < ~ r a l i n d  I , i b r ~ r y ,  Chap1 HLP1, J u n e  1978. 
P 

r?r.tcndinq a1,urrt 1 4 0 0 "  NIq, pLir t i , i l ly  Co l . l o w  inq R si.cIc of p r i v ? ~ t c  dri.vl2, to SE s j r l c  of 
route f i63 ,  point of origin. 

The twent-y norninatp-! .lcrcs ia t - l i~dt-  t h ~  m ~ i . 1  hoctsc a r d  ad3a-c:nt out%tti 'ldings. T h r  
pca;~erty i s  k:ou:ldccT on I l:r n u r t f l  by xot,t-c 8 G 3 ,  o : ~  Lye south hy th? Southern  P d i l w a y  tracks, 
on Chc east L;r ,I d i r t  road w':?i dh l e d < ;  tc. t f l t 3  hu~isc,  sn2  on fhe w c : s ~  by ,i line th;i t 
pcrral lels  t h r t  on %hcq cast r ~ n t i  rt-~lllow.c d.1 cr1.i c7ri v c  t h a t  i:; ac? jnrcnt. tu t.he c a s t e r n  gardens. 
The n o m i n a k e d  ac rctlqr? is n v e r y  r . ~ - a J  1 6s. tu l . i r ln  tho oriqi.:.~dl l~crld.i,ncj?; .; nT Samuel 1iaj . r~ t o n .  
The bol~nrlaries are dk.i.atin to Tncludc the m-i i n  hor.ir;;., old oui . l su~ ld i .nqs  forinal gsrdcnr: 
thi i  t r u n  to thr, r a i  3 road tr:r.:kz. '~l-lc ar-::rt?a7c a l s o  ;nclurl-s tho  r?ri.q~ nal hi ll. qntden site 
ol- t he  house,  J : I L I  t h e  bo~~nr l : : :  a r e  d r a w n  tc t  c::<r-1 c?d? r-er-cEtly clonstructcd b ~ t i l d i l - ~ q s  r>n the 
[la i rscon propcr tn i .  i 




